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A Study on Students’ Ability to Identify Information 
Resources:  Special Reference to Grade 9 Students in 

Selected Schools under the Divisional Education Office, 
Tellippalai

G. Nirainthini1,  S. Shanmugathasan2

ABSTRACT
In today’s digital age, information is seen as essential for socio-economic 
development. It is indispensable for every human being to have the basic 
skills to acquire, evaluate, and use the information they need. To develop 
information handling skills among students, the government has introduced 
the Learning Resource Centers (LRC) in schools. LRCs are expected to 
provide a self-learning experience for students to obtain the information 
they need on their own since early childhood. Therefore, this study aims 
to examine the ‘ability of students in identifying information resources in 
LRC. The study was conducted using mixed methods with quantitative 
and qualitative data. Total population of the study was 750 students 
and 254 students were selected as sample by the adoption of Krejcie & 
Morgan sampling method under the Divisional Education Office, Tellipalai. 
252 students studying in Grade 9 in nine schools only responded the 
questionnaire.  Response rate was 99%. All the teacher-librarians working 
in the nine schools were also selected as samples. Data was collected from 
the students through focus group discussions and questionnaires, while 
from four Teacher Librarians and five teachers in charge of school libraries 
through interviews. The collected data were analyzed using MS Excel 
and presented in tables and graphs. Students discover that the availability 
of information resources in LRCs seems unsatisfactory i.e. 53% (n=95), 
use of LRC building for other purposes 32% (n=57), disorganization of 
information resources to get information rapidly 68% (n=123), and lack of 
internet facilities 78% (n=141). Further, teacher librarians find difficulties 
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in guiding students due to the unavailability of information resources, lack 
of opportunities to acquire library science qualifications and training. Also, 
teachers find it difficult to promote LRC activities among students, since 
they are involved in teaching activities in addition to working at LRC. The 
school higher authorities should facilitate the availability of information 
resources in such a way that students can learn about them. Avoiding the 
use of the LRC for other purposes, providing necessary training to teacher 
librarians, and increasing the number of information resources for the school 
students have been proposed as recommendations.

Keywords: Information, Information Resources, Information Handling  
                     Skills, Learning Resource Center.

jfty; rhjdq;fis ,dq;fhz;gjpy; khztu;fspd; jpwd; - xU 
kjpg;gha;T

njy;ypg;gis fy;tpf;Nfhl;lj;jpy; njupT nra;ag;gl;l ghlrhiyfspy; juk; 9 
khztu;fis mbg;gilahff; nfhz;lJ

Ma;tpd; gpd;dzp

 

jfty; ntbg;G Afj;jpy; jfty;fSk;> ehSf;Fehs; gy;fpg; ngUfpf; 

nfhz;Nl nry;fpd;w ,d;iwa fhyfl;lj;jpNy fw;wy; tsepiyaj;jpd; 

Njit> gad;ghL vd;gd ed;F czug;gl;Ls;sJ. khztu;fsplj;jpy; 

Rafw;wy;> jfty; jpwd; vd;gtw;wpid tsu;j;njLg;gjw;F ghlrhiy 

fw;wy; tsepiyak; topfhl;bahf cs;sJ ,j;jpwd;fis khztu;fs; 

tsu;j;Jf;nfhs;tjw;F jfty; rhjdq;fis ,dq;fhz;gJ 

mtrpakhd xd;whFk;. jfty; rhjdq;fis ,dq;fhZk; jpwdhdJ 

khztu;fs; jkf;F Ntz;ba jfty;fis Njbg; ngw;Wf;nfhs;sTk;> 

Mf;f rpe;jid> ju;f;f rpe;jid> gilg;ghw;wy; rpe;jid> vd;gtw;iw 

tsu;j;njLf;fTk; cjTfpd;wJ.



Page  | 69

3rd International Research Conference of National Library of Sri Lanka  2024

Ma;T Nehf;fq;fs;

1. jfty; rhjdq;fis ,dq;fhz;gjpy;; khztu;fspd;  jpwid 

kjpg;gply;

2. jfty; rhjdq;fis ,dq;fhz;gjpy; khztu;fs; kw;Wk;  

MrpupaE}yfu;fs; vjpu;Nehf;Fk; gpur;rpidfis ,dq;fhzy;

3. ghlrhiy fw;wy; tsepiyaj;jpidg; gad;gLj;jp khztu;fspd; 

jfty; rhjdq;fis ,dq;fhZk; jpwid tpUj;jp nra;tjw;fhd 

MNyhridfis Kd;itj;;jy; 

Ma;T Kiwapay;

,t;tha;thdJ fyg;G Kiw Ma;thf Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;lJ

Ma;T tbtikg;G

,t; Ma;tpy; jfty; ,dq;fhzy; gbtk;> Neu;fhzy;> Ftpikaf; 

FOf; fye;Jiuahly;> %yk; juTfs; jpul;lg;gl;L> msTrhu;> 

gz;Grhu;  Kiwapy; gFg;gha;T nra;ag;gl;L fyg;G Kiw Ma;thf 

Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;lJ. gz;G uPjpahd juTfs; fUg;nghUs; uPjpahd 

gFg;gha;tpw;F cl;gLj;jg;gl;lJld; msT uPjpahd juTfspd; 

cz;ik jd;ikia cWjpg;gLj;Jtjw;Fk; gad;gLj;jg;gl;lJ.

Ma;T khjpup njupT

,t;tha;thdJ aho;g;ghz khtl;lj;jpw;Fl;gl;l typfhkk; fy;tp 

tyaj;jpy; njy;ypg;gis fy;tpf; Nfhl;;lj;jpYs;s 1AB, 1C, Type II 
ghlrhiyfis  mbg;gilahff; nfhz;L Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;Ls;sJ.

juT Nrfupj;jypy; ek;gfj;jd;ikiag; NgZtjw;fhf typfhkk; fy;tp 

tyaj;jpy; njy;ypg;gis fy;tpf; Nfhl;lg; ghlrhiyfspy; 1AB, 1C, 
Type II ghlrhiyfs; 17 ypUe;J 9 ghlrhiyfs; mit mike;Js;s 

efuk;> fpuhkk;> kPs; FbNaw;wk; vd;gtw;wpid mbg;gilahf 

nfhz;L gilkhjpupnaLg;gpd; %yk; njupT nra;ag;gl;L mg; 

ghlrhiyfspYs;s 09 E}yf nghWg;ghrpupau;fSk;> juk; 9y; fy;tp 

fw;Fk; 252 khztu;fSk; Ma;tpw;Fl;gLj;jg;gl;Ls;sdu;. 
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ml;ltiz 1 khjpupfshf njupT nra;ag;gl;l ghlrhiyfspd; vz;zpf;if

ghlrhiyfspd; 

tif

ghlrhiyfspd; 

vz;zpf;if

khjpupfshf njupT nra;ag;gl;l  

ghlrhiyfspd; vz;zpf;if

1AB 4 2

1C 3 2

Type II 10 5

(%yk; : tyaf;fy;tp mYtyfk;)

juT Nrfupj;jy; topKiw

Nkw;Fwpg;gpl;;l ghlrhiyfspYs;s E}yf Mrpupau;fs;; gilnfhz;l 

khjphpapy; njhpT nra;ag;gl;L khjpupfsplk; Neu;fhzy; %yk; juTfs; 

Nrfupf;fg;gl;ld. mj;Jld; ,g; ghlrhiyfisr; Nru;e;j   juk; -9 ,y; 

fy;tp fw;Fk; khztu;fs;  gil nfhz;l vOkhw;W khjpupapy; njupT 

nra;ag;gl;L mtu;fsplk; jfty; ,dq;fhzy; gbtk;> Ftpikaf; FOf; 

fye;Jiuahly; %yKk; Kjyhk; epiyj;juTfs; Nrfupf;fg;gl;ld. 

NkYk;; E}y;fs;> rQ;rpiffs;> Ma;Tf;fl;Liufspy; ,Ue;J ,uz;lhk; 

epiyj;juTfs; Nrfupf;fg;gl;L Ma;tpw;Fl;gLj;jg;gl;ld.

khztu;fsplk; ,Ue;Jk;> Mrpupa E}yfu;;fsplkpUe;Jk; ngw;Wf; 
nfhs;sg;gl;l juTfspd; gFg;gha;T

khztu;fSf;F mfuhjp> tho;tpaw; fsQ;rpak;> Njrg;glk;> kj;jpatq;fp 

Mz;lwpf;if> tho;f;if tuyhW> ,izak;> fpd;d];;> gj;jpupif> 

Njrg;gl Gj;jfk;> Rnuhl;b> Mfpa E}yf tsq;fs; Fwpg;gplg;gl;L 

mit njhlu;ghd ,dq;fhzy; jpwd; khztu;fSf;F vt;thW 

cs;sJ vd;gJ gw;wp Nrhjpf;fg;gl;L gFg;gha;T cl;gLj;jg;gl;Ls;sJ 

,r;Nrhjidapd; khztu;fspd; Jyq;fypid ml;ltid 2 

tpsf;Ffpd;wJ.
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ml;ltiz 2 jfty;fis ,dq;fhzy; njhlu;ghd khztu; Jyq;fy;
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Q1 XU nrhy; njhlu;ghd nghUs; tpsf;fk; 
ngWtjw;fhf gad;gLj;jf; $ba rhjdk;

76.6 23.4

Q2 xU tplak; njhlu;ghf gue;j tpsf;fj;-
jpid   ngWtjw;F cjTk; rhjdk;

7.9 92.1

Q3 xU ehl;bd; miktplj;jpid rupahf 
,dq;fhz;gjw;f gad;gLk; rhjdk;

64.3 35.7

Q4 ,yq;ifapd; Vw;Wkjp ,wf;Fkjp> tuT 
nryT> epjp xJf;fPL vd;gtw;iw mwpe;J 
nfhs;tjw;F gad;gLtJ 20.2 79.8

Q5 gpurpj;jp ngw;w egu; xUtupd; gpwg;G> fy;tp> 
Nritfs; njhlu;ghd tplaq;fis mwpe;J 
nfhs;tjw;F gad;gLj;jf; $ba rhjdk; 64.3 35.7

Q6 cyfpy; eilngWk; epfo;Tfs;> khw;wq;fis 
fdg;nghOjpy; mwpe;J nfhs;tjw;F cjTk; 
Mtzk; 68.7 35.7

Q7 cyf rhjidahsu;fis mwpe;Jnfhs;t-
jw;F gad;gLj;jf; $ba rhjdk;

53.9 46.1

Q8 gy;Jiw rhu;e;j tplaq;fis ehshe;jk; 
mwpe;J nfhs;tjw;fhf gad;gLtJ

60.7 39.3

Q9 xU ehl;bd; rdj;njhif guk;gy;> tptrha 
nra;ifg; gpuNjrk;> fdpa tsg;guk;gy; 
vd;gtw;iw ,dq;fhz;gjw;F gad;gLtJ 21.4 78.6

Q10 nlq;F Neha; njhlu;ghd tpopg;Gzu;it 
ngw;Wf;nfhs;tjw;F gad;gLtJ

47.6 52.4
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cU 1 jfty; rhjdq;fis ,dq;fhzypy; khztu;fspd; Jyq;fy;

ml;ltid 2 mbg;gilapy; khztu;fspd; jfty; ,dq;fhzy; 

jpwid mwpe;Jnfhs;tjw;F gj;J jfty; rhjdq;fs; toq;fg;gl;L 

mit njhlu;ghf guPl;rpf;fg;gl;lJ. mjd; mbg;gilapy; mfuhjpapid 

76.6% khztu;fSk;> tho;tpaw; fsQ;rpaj;jpid 7.9% khztu;fSk;> 

Njrg;glj;jpid 64.3% khztu;fSk;> kj;jpatq;fp Mz;lwpf;ifapid 

20.2% khztu;fSk;> tho;f;if tuyhw;wpid 64.3% khztu;fSk;> 

,izaj;jpid 68.7%  khztu;fSk;> fpd;d]; vd;Dk; jfty; 

rhjdj;jpid 20.2% khztu;fSk;> gj;jpupifapid 60.7%  khztu;fSk;> 

Njrg;gl Gj;jfj;jpid 21.4%  khztu;fSk;> Rtnuhl;bapid 

47.6%  khztu;fSk; ,dq;fz;Ls;sdu;. ,j;jfty; rhjdq;fs; 

ghlrhiy fw;wy; ts epiyaq;fspy; fhzg;glf;$ba rhjdq;fshf 

fhzg;gl;l NghJk; mjpfkhd khztu;fs; ,r;rhjdq;fis 

,dq;fhz Kbahjtu;fshf cs;sdu;. ,e;epiyikahdJ fw;wy; 

ts epiyaj;jpw;Fk; fw;gpj;jy; nraw;ghl;bw;Fk; ,ilapyhd rpwe;j 

njhlu;G epiy ,d;ikapid ntspf;fhl;b epw;fpd;wJ.

Ma;T ngWNgWfs;  

jfty; rhjdq;fis ,dq;fhz;gjpy; khztu;fspd; jpwd; vd;Dk; 

jiyg;gpy; Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;l ,t;tha;tpy; Nrfupf;fg;gl;l juTfs; > 

jfty;fspd; mbg;gilapy; Ma;T Nehf;fj;jpw;F mikthf Ma;Tg; 

ngWNgWfs; Kd;itf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ. 
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khztu;fspd; jfty; ,dq;fhzy; jd;ikapid mwpe;J nfhs;tjw;F jfty; 

,dq;fhzy; gbtk; toq;fg;gl;L guPl;rpf;fg;gl;l NghJ khztu;fsplkpUe;J 

jpUg;jpfukhd tpisTfs; fpilf;fg;ngwtpy;iy. 78.6% khztu;fs; 

Njrg;gl Gj;jfj;ijAk;> 46.1% khztu;fs; fpd;d]; Gj;jfj;ijAk;> 

79.8% khztu;fs; kj;jpatq;fp Mz;bwpf;ifAk; 92.1% khztu;fs; 

tho;tpaw;fsQ;rpaj;jpidAk; >23.4% khztu;fs; mfuhjpiaAk; 78.6% 

khztu;fs; Njrg;gl Gj;jfj;jpidAk; 52.4%  khztu;fs; Rtnuhl;bapidAk; 

39.3% khztu;fs; gj;jpupifiaAk; ,dq;fhz Kbahjtu;fshf cs;sdu;.

khztu;fs; jfty; rhjdq;fis ,dq;fhz;gjpy;; gy gpur;rpidfis 

vjpu;nfhs;fpd;wdu;. ,w;iwg;gLj;jg;gl;l jfty; rhjdq;fspd; fpilg;gdtpy; 

jpUg;jpaw;w epiy (23.8%)> fw;wy; ts epiyaj;jpd; ,ltrjp ,d;ik (12.7%)>  

fw;wy; ts epiyaf; fl;blk; NtW NjitfSf;F gad;gLj;jg;gLjy; 

(35.3%);> E}y;fis ,uty; vLg;gjpy; jpUg;jpaw;w epiy (35.5%)> E}

yfupd; topfhl;ly; ,d;ik (48.4%) Nghd;w gpur;rpidfis khztu;fs; 

vjpu;nfhs;Sk; epiy fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. 

khztu;fspd; jfty; rhjdq;fis ,dq;fhZk; jpwid tpUj;jp nra;tjpy; 

Mrpupa E}yfu;fs; gy gpur;rpidfis vjpu;nfhs;fpd;wdu;. khztu;fspd; 

njhiff;Nfw;g Gjpa jfty; rhjdq;fs; Fiwthf fhzg;gLjy;;  XNu 

Neuj;jpy; mjpfkhd khztu;fs; fw;wy; tsepiyaj;jpw;F mDg;gg;gLjy;> 

fw;wy; tsepiyaf; fl;blk; NtW NjitfSf;F gad;gLj;Jk; re;ju;gq;fspy; 

khztu;fis tFg;giwapy; thrpg;gjw;F topfhl;ly;> E}yftpay; njhlu;ghd 

fw;if newpfis gpd;gw;whikahy; jfty; rhjdq;fis rpwe;j Kiwapy; 

xOq;fikj;J khztu;fspd; NjitfSf;F cld; toq;Ftjpy; jhkjk; 

Vw;gly; Nghd;w gpur;rpidfis vjpu;nfhs;fpd;wdu;.  

Ma;T KbT

Ma;tpid Nehf;Fk; NghJ fw;wy; tsepiyaj;jpd; miktplk;> fw;wy; 

ts epiya ngsjPf tsq;fspd; fpilg;gdT> jfty; rhjdq;fspd; 

fpilg;gdT> E}yftpay; mDgtk; cs;s E}yf nghWg;ghrpupau; 

Nghd;w fhuzpfs; khztu;fspd; jfty; rhjdq;fis ,dq;fhZk; 

jpwd; tpUj;jpapy; nry;thf;F nrYj;Jfpd;wd. ,f;fhuzpfspd; 

fpilg;gdT mD$ykhf cs;s ghlrhiyfspy; khztu;fspd; 

jfty; rhjdq;fis ,dq;fhZk; jpwdhdJ  tpidj;jpwd; cs;sjhf 

fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. 
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f.ngh.j cau;ju khztu;fspd; ghlrhiy E}yf kw;Wk; fw;wy; ts epiyag; 
gad;ghl;bid Nkk;gLj;Jtjw;fhd tpjg;Giufs; (Recommendations)
Ma;tpd; %yk; ngwg;gl;l juTfs;> jfty;fs; E}w;WtPjf;fzpg;G 

Kiw %yk; gFg;gha;Tfs; Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;L KbTfs; ngwg;gl;ld. 

me;jtifapy; jfty; rhjdq;fis ,dq;fhz;gjpy; khztu;fspd; 

jpwd; FiwthfNt cs;sJ. ,j;rhjdq;fis ,dq;fhzg;gjw;F gy 

gpur;rpidfs; fhzg;gLtjid fs Ma;tpd; %yKk;> khztu;fshYk; 

Mrpupa E}yfu;fshYk; Kd;itf;fg;gl;l fUj;Jf;fspypUe;J mwpa 

Kbfpd;wJ. ,g;gpur;rpidfis ,optsthf;Ftjw;F Ma;thsd; vd;w 

uPjpapy; rpy MNyhridfis Kd;itf;ff; $bajhf cs;sJ.

mwptpapay; Afk;> jfty; Afk; vd;W tpUj;jpaile;J nry;Yk; 

,e;ehspy; Gj;jfq;fNs mtw;iwr; rpiwg;gpbj;J vkf;F 

cWjpg;gLj;Jfpd;wd. cyfpy; fy;tp tsu;r;rpf;Fk;> Gjpa fy;tpr; 

rPu;jpUj;jq;fSf;Fk; kj;jpapy; Njly;> njhFj;jy;> ntspg;gLj;jy; 

vd;gd khztu;fSf;F ,d;wpaikahjjhfpd;wd. khztu;fspd; 

jfty;jpwidAk;> thrpg;Gj;jpwidAk;; ghlrhiy> tPL> rKjhak; vd;w 

tifapy; gutyhf;Ftjd; %ykhfNt G+uzj;Jtk; kpFe;jnjhU 

mwpTr; r%fj;ij cUthf;f KbAk;. ,jw;F Vw;w toptiffisr; 

nra;tJ xt;nthUtupdJk; jiyaha flikahFk;.

jfty; rhjdq;fs; njhlu;ghd njsptpid> jfty; rhjdq;fspypUe;J 

ngw;Wf;nfhs;sf; $ba jfty;fs; njhlu;ghf fw;wy; ts epiya 

nghWg;ghrpupau;fSf;F Nghjpa tpsf;fj;jpid E}yftpayhsu;fshy; 

toq;Ftjw;fhd eltbf;iffis Nkw;nfhs;tJld;> E}yftpay; 

njhlu;ghd fUj;juq;Ffs;> fw;ifnewpfis gpd;gw;Wtjw;F 

topg;gLj;jy; Ntz;Lk;.

khztu;fSf;F jfty; rhjdq;fs; gw;wpAk; mtw;wpypUe;J 

ngw;Wf;nfhs;sf;$ba jfty; njhlu;ghd tpsf;fj;jpid 

khztu;fs; ehshe;jk; gad;gLj;Jfpd;w ,lq;fspy; fhl;rpg;gLj;jy;. 

,r;nraw;ghl;bd; %yk; khztu;fs; jfty; rhjdq;fs; njhlu;ghd 

mwptpidg;ngWtjw;F cjtpahf mikAk;.

khztu;fSf;fhd ,w;iwg;gLj;jg;gl;l jfty; rhjdq;fspd; 

fpilg;gdit mjpfupg;gjw;F khztu;fsJk;> Mrpupau;fsJk; 

gpwe;jehspd; NghJ gpwe;jehs; guprhf jfty; rhjdq;fisg; 

ngw;Wf;nfhs;tjw;fhd nraw;ghLfis Kd;ndLg;gJld; 

“Gj;jhz;Lg; gupR” vDk; nraw;ghl;bid Kd;ndLg;gjd; %yKk; 

jfty; rhhjdq;fspd; vz;zpf;ifia mjpfupf;fr; nra;ayhk;. 
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NkYk; ghlrhiy eyd;tpUk;gpfs; kw;Wk; ghlrhiyf;F mz;ika 

#oypy; nraw;gLk; r%f epWtdq;fSlDk; rpwe;j njhlu;ghliy 

Nkw;nfhs;tjd; %yKk; ghlrhiy fw;wy;; ts epiyaj;jpw;F Ntz;ba 

E}w;fisAk;> E}YUtw;w rhjdq;fisAk; ed;nfhilfshfg; 

ngw;Wf;nfhs;sKbAk;. 

ghlrhiy Kfhikj;Jtf; FOtpdUk;> E}y; nfhs;tdTf; FOtpdUk;> 

Mrpupa E}yfu;fSk; gpujhd Gj;jfrhiyfs;> ntspaPl;L epWtdq;fs;> 

,yq;if Njrpa E}yf Mtzthf;fy; rig Nghd;wtw;Wld; 

njhlu;Gfisg; NghZtjd; %yk; ntspaPLfs; gw;wpa jfty;fis 

clDf;Fld; ngw;Wf; nfhs;tjdhy; ,w;iwg;gLj;jg;gl;l Gjpa E}

y;fisf; nfhs;tdT nra;ayhk;. NkYk; MrpupaE}yfu; ghlrhiyf;F 

mz;ikapYs;s rdr%f E}yfq;fs;> efurig E}yfq;fSlDk; 

njhlu;gpidg; NgZtjd; %yk; ghlrhiyapy; ,y;yhj Gj;jfq;fis 

ngw;W gadile;j gpd;du; Fwpg;gpl;l ehl;fspd; gpd;du; kPs xg;gilf;Fk; 

NritapidAk; ngw;Wf;nfhs;syhk;. 
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